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May, 2018 

 

Thoughts on Feminism 

I don’t know what it is to be a feminist? The word itself seems to betray the meaning it has 

come to represent. When I think of feminist, I immediately go to feminine and definitions. 

Webster’s: Feminism-noun, the advocacy of women’s rights on the basis of the equality of the 

sexes; Synonyms: women’s movement, the feminist movement, women’s liberation, female 

emancipation, women’s rights, post feminism-womanism, women’s liberation. 

Wikipedia’s: A man first coined the word, feminism-Charles Fourier, Utopian Socialist in 

1872; First discussed in France and the Netherlands in 1872Great Britain 1890’s, a civil 

rights movement; female adjective-Male; relates to sex organs; male produces the sperm. 

Feminine: Having the qualities or an appearance traditionally associated with women, 

especially delicacy and prettiness; the opposite masculine to relate to rough, butch, manly, 

strength, aggressiveness. 

You begin to see the disparity as the word conjures up for me feminine napkins! Who knew? 

It also reminds me of my 8-year-old tomboy self, stuffed into a ballet tutu where my dance 

skills (which could be labelled a bit wild-unorthodox) were being shaped to display a more 

genteel-feminine style. I think of twirling, not as a free spirit, but in a pirouette meant to 

impress audiences with my innate gentle, ultimately subdued, graceful quiescence. 

Is this what the women of today are stressing when they seek to garner equal pay for equal 

work, equal opportunity for everyone regardless of gender, race, and religion? I think not. 

Perhaps it’s time to express ourselves directly-time to state exactly what we stand for. What it 

boils down to for me, when all the dross is removed, would be a label signifying freedom and 

equality in all, for all. To heck with the adjective of feminine/feminist; conjuring up images 

of being gentle, genteel, pretty, delicate-- let’s step right out and use nouns which relate to 

equality, freedom, choice, awareness, full inclusion. Aren’t we asking for a major edit to 

remove the adjectives that separate and restrict humanity to sexist definitions of aptitude 

and attitude and the sex organs; demanding that we refer directly and succinctly; 

describing and confirming the inalienable rights that accrue to all peoples who, by their mere 

existence, own them.   

I’ve heard the justification for woman coming from man; a woman behind the man; man as 

protector, leader…what’s the adjective for his quality-MALE? I state then female, feminist, 

maleist/manly? There’s no need to add an adjective describing the state of male and I offer-

there should be none for female.  
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As to woman being of a part of male; the opposite is obvious. The language itself displays the 

fact that ‘man’ is found within the word ‘woman’ and not vice versa. Same goes for ‘male’ 

which is incorporated in the word ‘female’ 

Language is important as court cases, media, politicians realize all too poignantly these 

days and history reflects. If we stand for the Will of the Universe, which I represent is 

freedom and equality for all, then let’s just say that and drop the labels. 

The United Nations mandate for this ‘Will’ is incorporated in its administrative and 

political bodies working under the Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner and 

under CEDAW, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, the 

body of independent experts that monitors implementation of the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, so why not use the term-

Human Rightists or Freedom and Equality Rightists?  

Using the term feminism continues to separate the sexes as to their supposed qualities, and 

minimizes the powerful wrongs the bearers stand to right. Stating we are about Freedom and 

Equality for all Persons demands we stand for a human environment which allows all of us 

the freedom to choose and an equal playing field in which to do so. To do anything less is to 

stand on the sidelines and watch-inevitably being responsible as an individual enabling a 

demoralizing group attitude to shape the world we live in, bringing collective despair and 

unhappiness to all of us. 

To further clarify the basis for the Human Rights discussion, they define these rights as:  

‘inherent to all human beings, without distinction as to race, colour, gender, language, 

religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. All 

human rights, whether they are civil and political rights, such as the right to life, equality 

before the law and freedom of expression; economic, social and culture rights, such as the 

rights to development and self-determination are indivisible, interrelated and 

interdependent. The improvement of one right facilitates the advancement of the others’. 

Submitted by: 

Cathy E. Egan, former Chair, Commission on the Status of Women, Santa Clara County, 

California;  
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